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Coleshill Town Council 
 

Meeting of the COLESHILL TOWN COUNCIL held in the Old Courtroom, Town Hall, 
High Street, Coleshill on WEDNESDAY, 12 OCTOBER 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT: - Cllr. Battle, Deputy Town Mayor, in the Chair. 
 
Councillors: - Axe, Hayfield, Richardson, Sparkes, P. Symonds, Wallace and Wynn. 
 
 
22/74 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Hayfield (for lateness, joined at item 22/83) and the 
Mayor. 
 
22/75 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
 
22/76 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 21 SEPTEMBER 2022 
 
These were ADOPTED, as proposed by Cllr. Wallace, seconded by Cllr. P. Symonds. 
 
As a matter arising, Cllr. Wallace proposed and Cllr. Wynn seconded that the decision to 
relocate the bench behind the Infant Play area be delayed by 6 months to allow a review 
of the decision.   Cllr. Axe believed that the action should be carried out forthwith to 
reroute walkers.  It was AGREED by majority vote to delay the action by 6 months. 
 
22/77 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Deputy Mayor was aware that the death of Queen Elizabeth II had led to a number 
of additional commitments for the Mayor, including the reading of the Proclamation to 
the new monarch, King Charles III, at the Croft.  
 
22/78 POLICE UPDATE 
 
PCSO Mohsin Yaqub was in attendance and gave a local update that the current 
policing challenges were car and parts theft and fly tipping.  School parking issues were 
highlighted at Packington Lane, Wingfield Road and Wheatley Grange and he reported 
there was a zero tolerance of inconsiderate parking and ticketing was taking place.   
 
One homeless woman had been assisted with a social worker made available and food 
obtained with the help of the supermarkets.  PCSO Yaqub asked that the Council 
/Community Hub should make an urgent application for County Councillor grant towards 
creating an Emergency Food Fund.  The scheme was due to close at the end of the 
week, but Cllr Martin Watson confirmed that he still had funding available (and Cllr. Dave 
Humphreys might as well). 
 
22/79 PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC 

 
It was advised by Cllr Watson that the County Council was discussing the cost of living.   
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He echoed the need for councils to support the Warm Hubs, food bank provision and 
food assistance schemes.  The Green Man junction project was being reviewed at a 
meeting on 26 October.  He added that travellers were on the A446, near Wishaw. 
 
Cllr Watson said the lower High St CPE proposal changes were close to being signed 
off by County Council Portfolio Holder.  He also agreed to look at getting the overgrown 
trees cut back near the Lanesborough House roundabout, where these were affecting 
the footpath.   
 
Issues raised by Mr. Steve Graham were the absence of shoppers on the High Street in 
the daytime and motorbike noise in the evening from the A446.  Members suggested the 
High Street issues were of national concern and it was hoped that the Wave Park and 
Wall of Unanswered Prayer facilities might generate more footfall for the town.  
  
22/80 FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR QUARTER 2 OF 2022/23 

 
The Town Clerk noted that the balances held were healthier than the last report as the 
precept for the half year had just been received.  All three buildings for hire had income 
that was looking to be ahead of each end of year budget and Cemetery income was 
performing strongly as well. 
 
Members raised queries about investment income.  While the HSBC bank accounts 
provided little interest, the CCLA LAPF had provided a good, steady dividend in recent 
quarters.  Cllr Axe asked why investment income showed as over £28,000.  The Town 
Clerk advised that this figure included the £25,000 sale of the Council’s holding in the 
LAPF.  He added that the fund had performed that well that it had recently returned 
above the £200,000 value it had before the sale. 
 
One of the descriptors in the accounts needed some modification.  The computer for the 
Cemetery office should have referred to the Burial Records office. The reference to O2 
and Challenger were both valid as one was the network provider, and the latter was the 
handpiece supplier.  Both of these replaced Tesco charges. 
 
The Town Clerk was to investigate why the waste disposal cost figure was higher at the 
half year than that for the budgeted full year. 
  
Members NOTED the reports. 
 
22/81 PLANTERS ON CHAMBERLAIN WALK 

 
A report with pictures had been circulated, showing the poor state of two large and two 
small planters. 
 
Members were content for the small planters on the shop landlord’s part of the path to 
be adopted by the Town Council and adapted to be partly wooden benches.  For the 
larger planters, it was proposed by Cllr Wallace, seconded by Cllr. Richardson and 
RESOLVED unanimously for the Town Clerk to contact the Borough Council to clear 
the current fixtures and instal 4-5 car park spaces, instead. The recommendation 
included the option to 50:50 share costs or help with the clearance of the planters.   
 
22/82 ROSPA REPORT ON PLAY EQUIPMENT 

 
Members noted the table of recommendations circulated and supported the actions. 



 

3 
Coleshill Town Council  12 October 2022 

The following agenda item included the aspect of cost allocation in the budget, but 
members were particularly keen on prioritising the Community Centre play items.  It was 
also felt that it was worth researching the potential costs of any repairs or replaced 
skatepark facilities.  The Town Clerk was asked to look at this as well as whether there 
was any Town Council obligation to replace the current skatepark.  
 
22/83 2022/23 CAPITAL FUND POSITION 
 
At the end of September, roughly £15,000 of the £50,000 had been committed.  Known 
costs for October would take the spent total to nearly £25,000. 
 
Members wished to further allocate from the fund as follows: 
Vinyl flooring at Community Centre - up to £6,000  
Play equipment at Memorial Park, new and repainted - up to £5,000 
Play equipment at Community Centre, new and repainted - up to £5,000 
Tennis courts repainting lines – up to £1,000 
 
This would leave a £5,000 to £10,000 balance for further projects.  The above was 
proposed by Cllr. Richardson, seconded by Cllr. Axe and RESOLVED unanimously. 
 
22/83 ENERGY CHARGES FOR COUNCIL BUILDINGS 
 
A report had been prepared by the Town Clerk.  In summary, gas charges were not to 
have a rate change for another year due to a two-year fixed deal taken out via a broker.  
Electricity charges across all buildings were to roughly double.  This was estimated as 
an additional £4,200 for a full year for Town Hall, Community Centre and Old Market 
Hall, when taken together.  
 
The tenants of 144 High Street were recently made liable for all utilities charges 
themselves.  It has been agreed with them that the Council would continue to pay the 
more favourable terms on gas and electricity, for the tenants to then recompense the 
Council the amount invoiced. 
 
Members requested that the Town Clerk should obtain advice if, from the 2023/24 year, 
a boiler upgrade programme would be beneficial where the energy efficiency levels 
were particularly poor.  He was also asked to consider whether and grants for inefficient 
boiler replacement were available to the Council (e.g. Green Shoots scheme). 
 
22/84 WARM ROOM INITIATIVE 
 

Due to the ongoing situation with significant increases in fuel and food costs, there was 
a government initiative of encouraging local communities to set up “Warm Rooms” so 
people could come together in a warm place. 
 
A report had been prepared by Cllr. Wynn and the Community and Partnership 
Manager, suggesting that a warm room facility could be created using the Hudson Room 
of the Town Hall, possibly alternating opening days with the Public Library.  It would run 
from 1 November 2022 to the end of March 2023.  
 
There were a number of councillors in support.  During the discussion, it was also 
suggested that the Mill Room at the Community Centre might be an appropriate location 
for households from north of the bridge and that some refreshments could be sought or 



 

4 

purchased.  The scheme was proposed by Cllr. Richardson, seconded by Cllr. Hayfield 
and AGREED nem. con.  It was left with Cllr. Wynn to organise the arrangements at 
each venue, with officer assistance. 
 
22/85 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
These were the agreed comments to forward to the Borough Council: 
 

   Appl. No. Address Applicant Prop. Development Comment 

PAP/2022/0300 7, Wheatley 
Grange, 
Coleshill, B46 
3LZ 

Mr Sajid 
Rahim 

Proposed 
remodelling of 
property to include 
double and single 
storey extensions 
and new dormer loft 
conversion and new 
porch 

No objections. 

HS2/2022/0005 
 

Water Orton 
Number 1 
Viaduct, 
Lichfield Road, 
Water Orton 

Schedule 
17 
Application 
– HS2 

Plans and 
Specifications for 
works comprising 
the construction of 
two rail viaducts and 
ancillary works 
including earthworks 
to form a 
watercourse 
diversion, 
maintenance access 
tracks, and fencing. 

No objections. 

PAP/2022/0500 134, Coventry 
Road, Coleshill, 
B46 3EH 

Ms Joanne 
Coles 

Erection of single-
story rear extension 
(following demolition 
of existing store). 

No objections. 

PAP/2022/0459 7, Julius Drive, 
Coleshill, B46 
1HL 

Mr Craig 
Sutcliffe 

Proposed single 
storey side and rear 
extension. 
 

Although the 
Council had no 
objections, it was 
noted that this 
application only 
referred to the bi-
fold doors and 
roller shutter 
aspects of the 
project. 

 
22/86 UPDATE FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

The Simon Lord Digby Trust had suggested to Cllr. Wallace that the Town Council might 
help encourage the advertising for a new parish vicar if it was to write to the Arch 
Deacon.  A letter had been drafted for the Mayor to send. 
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The Town Council wished to acknowledge the efforts of the volunteers in keeping the 
resilient functioning of the church, while it was inter-regnum. 
 
22/72 TOWN CLERK REPORTS 
 
The Town Clerk gave the latest situations with Zurich Insurance on the Town Hall drain 
collapse was that the insurer had agreed to cover the cost of the lowest quote of three 
received, less the excess.  That was from The Drainage Repair Company, which was 
Coleshill (Station Road) based and had assisted at the Old Market Hall, previously. 
 
Some retailers were in the throes of agreeing a constitution, commencing a bank 
account and forming the Coleshill Partnership, with the help of Borough and County 
Council officers and the leader of the Atherstone Partnership.  Cllr Wynn had agreed to 
be a Council liaison person. 
 
The Council had been operating the Old Market Hall since May 2021 but with no 
reissued lease agreement in its name, replacing the Civic Society as the lessee.  
Members noted that Fisher German (the agents for the Digby Trust) were invoicing for 
quarterly rent charges and the Council was paying these on time and that the latter 
appeared to have a de facto lessee arrangement.    
 
22/73 ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
Financial reporting (members were asked to review Cllr. Axe’s summary spreadsheet). 
A GP representative of the Hazelwood Health practice to be invited. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9:25 p.m. 
 
 
 

~~~~~X~~~~~ 
 
 

……………………………… 
Town Mayor 


