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Coleshill Town Council 
 
 

Meeting of the COLESHILL TOWN COUNCIL held in the Old Courtroom, Town Hall, 
High Street, Coleshill on TUESDAY, 25 MAY 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT: - Cllr. C. Symonds, Town Mayor, in the Chair. 
 
Councillors: -, Axe, Battle, Clayton, Hayfield, Richardson, P. Symonds and Wynn. 
 
 
22/1 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Wallace.   
 
22/2 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests declared. 
 
22/3 ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR 
 
Cllr. C. Symonds was proposed as Mayor by Cllr. Hayfield and seconded by Cllr. 
Richardson.  The proposer highlighted that Cllr. C. Symonds had been very 
approachable and visible in the town in a difficult year, after the worst of the pandemic.  
The seconder spoke of Cllr. C. Symonds being adept with resolving residents’ issues.  
She was ELECTED unanimously.   
 
The re-elected Mayor gave thanks for her proposer’s and seconder’s kind words and 
highlighted the High Sheriff’s Awards evening and her own Mayor’s Awards thank you 
night within the year.  She then presented a cheque for £4,705 to the Forget Me Not 
group, as raised through the previous year of charity events.    
 
22/4 ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR 
 
It was proposed that Cllr. Battle be re-appointed to the Deputy Mayor role for the 
forthcoming year by Cllr. Axe, who felt that he had filled in well for the previous holder, 
with his experience to the fore.   
 
This nomination was seconded by Cllr. P. Symonds and he was duly ELECTED, 
unanimously.   
 
22/5 ELECTION OF SERGEANT AT ARMS 
 
The Mayor said that the position had been left unfilled in the previous year, due to the 
pandemic effect on the running of normal civic events.  She was happy to reappoint Mr. 
Peter Farrugia to the role for the ensuing year. 
 
22/6 APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Cllr. Richardson proposed and Cllr Hayfield seconded that the same Staffing Committee 
members be re-selected as last year: 
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Cllrs. Hayfield, Sparkes, C. Symonds, P. Symonds, Wallace (5). 
 
22/7 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMEN OF STAFFING COMMITTEE 
 
The Chairmen position was to remain with Cllr. Hayfield, as proposed by the Mayor, 
seconded by Cllr. Richardson and RESOLVED, unanimously. 
  
22/8 APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
There was a composite proposal for representations on outside bodies to stay as before 
but with Cllr. Axe replacing the Mayor on the Coleshill in Bloom role.  This was proposed 
by Cllr. Richardson, seconded Cllr. Battle and CARRIED unanimously, as follows: 
 
Grammar School Endowment Foundation Cllrs. Hayfield & P. Symonds  
Simon Lord Digby Trust     Cllr. Wallace  
Patient Reference Group     Cllr. Wallace  
North Warwickshire Citizens’ Advice Bureau  Cllr. Wynn  
Coleshill Town Band     Mr. Bill Richards  
Coleshill in Bloom      Cllr. Axe  
Coleshill Parish Trust Fund  Cllrs. C. Symonds, Richardson & P. 

Symonds.  
WALC Representative    Cllr. Sparkes 
NW Area Committee Representative  Cllr. Sparkes 
 
22/9 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 24 APRIL 2022 
 
These were proposed to be adopted without amendment by Cllr. Hayfield, seconded by 
Cllr. P. Symonds and ACCEPTED unanimously. 
 
22/10 PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC 

 
Cllr. Dave Humphreys advised that he had received complaints about non-electric 
vehicles being parked on the EV charge points.  It would need a Traffic Regulation 
Order and a 6-week consultation to change any arrangements.  He informed the 
meeting that he had some unspent Members’ Community Fund left and the Mayor said 
that she would refer the Coleshill Town FC to him, as they had roofing in need of repair.  
 
Damaged and additionally needed grit bins were discussed.  Although the Town Council 
was able to recommend where new or replacement bins were required, the County 
Council had to assess whether it was prepared to replenish them or not.  Previous 
requests from the Town Council had been turned down. 
 
22/11 UPDATE FROM OUTSIDE BODIES 

 

The Parish Trust Fund had agreed to part-fund a quantity of LED replacement lighting in 
the town.  
 
Coleshill in Bloom had organised a recent planting weekend, with red, white and blue 
blooms having been installed, in readiness for the Jubilee Weekend. 
 
22/12 FINANCIAL PROCEDURE – QUOTATIONS 
 

The current Financial Regulations had been revised earlier in the year. 
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However, there appeared to be frequent problems with finding suppliers to provide 
quotations to undertake bigger property works or to follow up with the planned work, 
once a quotation was agreed.  Members wanted the Council’s Financial Regulations to 
be revised to allow a more practical and flexible arrangement on obtaining quotations. 
 
It was agreed that, in cases of extreme risk to the delivery of council services, the Town 
Clerk may authorise revenue expenditure on behalf of the council subject to a limit of 
£1,000, an amendment from £750.   
 
In addition, Regulation 11.1.h section was to be revised.  Where the work cost £3,000 to 
£60,000 and was so specialist that 3 companies were not to be found or where there 
were 3 companies contacted but some were unable to respond within 3 weeks of the 
request, the Town Clerk was to be permitted to progress an order based on those 
quotes received.  Where the value was below £3,000 and above £100, the Clerk was to 
seek to obtain 3 estimates, as best practice, but this could be more flexibly applied. 
 
These amendments were proposed by Cllr. Hayfield, seconded by Cllr. Battle and 
ACCEPTED unanimously, subject to no objection by the Internal Auditor. 
 
22/13 BUSINESS SUPPORT GROUP 
 
Two officers at North Warwickshire Borough Council had approached some High Street 
businesses and the Town Clerk about organising a networking /business meeting that 
might develop into an ongoing support group.  They had spoken to former Love Coleshill 
people to let them know what they were doing and there seemed a view that Love 
Coleshill would end.  Its former members had little concern about what was planned. 
 
The inaugural meeting location, potentially in June was, ideally, to be in an informal one 
(e.g. at one of the hotels /pubs).  Cllr. Hayfield proposed that the request be noted as he 
had concerns of the Town Council becoming too involved.  The Mayor asked who, on 
behalf of the Town Council, wanted to represent the elected members and Cllr. 
Richardson put his name forward to be the nominated person. 
 
22/14 FORMER LEISURE CENTRE SITE 
 
Churchill Retirement Living was considering the purchase of the former Leisure Centre 
site and had held a meeting with the Town Council’s Mayor and Town Clerk and a 
representative of the Cricket Club. 
 
The latest correspondence from CRL indicated that it was not able to put its proposed 
15m metre high net on the side of the drive where it was planning to build the retirement 
homes.  It sought the agreement of the Town Council and the Cricket Club to place the 
netting on the other side, a few yards from the boundary line.  It suggested that there 
might be a need to fell or trim back two large poplar trees between the cricket boundary 
and the drive.  Members had concerns about the need for this tree work. 
 
Cllr. Hayfield proposed the request be deferred to the June meeting to allow for a 
members’ site visit.  This was seconded by Cllr, Axe and AGREED unanimously. 
 
22/15 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
These were the agreed comments to forward to the Borough Council: 



4 

 

   Appl. No. Address Applicant Prop. 
Development 

Comment 

PAP/2022/0162 4, Blythe Road, 
Coleshill, B46 
1AH 

Mr & Mrs 
Melvin 
Smith 

Realignment of 
drive, retaining 
wall, fence and 
brick piers for 
undercroft 
parking area. 

No objections. 

PAP/2022/0217 The 
Homestead, 
Lichfield Road, 
Coleshill, B46 
1LH 

Mr Marcus 
Jones 

Ground floor and 
first floor side 
extension with a 
rear ground floor 
kitchen extension 
and a front porch. 

Recommend 
refusal in respect 
of the 45-degree 
rule, in relation to 
the Kinwarton 
property. 

PAP/2022/0222 
 

46, Green 
Lane, Coleshill, 
B46 3NE 

Mr Mario 
Glorioso 

 Single storey 
rear extension 
and rebuild of 
utility room 

Recommend 
refusal in respect 
of the 45-degree 
rule, in relation to 
no. 44. 

PAP/2022/0237 21, Ennersdale 
Road, 
Coleshill, B46 
1EP 

Mr. Ben 
Evans 

Erection of single 
storey rear 
extension with a 
maximum height 
of 3.6 metres, a 
maximum eaves 
height of 3.35 
metres and 
extending 4.1 
metres beyond 
the rear wall of 
the original 
dwelling.  

No objections, but 
it was noted that 
there was no plan 
drawing provided 
in order to fully 
assess the 
application. 

 

22/16 TOWN CLERK REPORTS 
 
The problems of school children on the Town Hall roof may well have ceased after the 
adaptation of the iron gates to the two sides of the building.  The school children 
recorded on CCTV at the Town Hall and in the Memorial Park had been identified by the 
school and the police had spoken to the parents /guardians, concerned. 
 
It was being planned for around 40 Ukrainian refugees to be accommodated at the 
Coleshill Manor.  Members were supportive of the Coleshill Hub to have confidence 
where asked to assist the guests, if and when the visits were possible.  The 
Community and Partnership Manager was asked to share with members any details 
of online meetings with the organisers, to keep them aware of the arrangements. 
 
In relation to the recent anti-social disturbances in the High Street near the Coach Hotel, 
the owners of the My Tiny Estates site had asked councillors to advise and encourage 
residents to report any issues they experienced to the Borough Council licencing 
department. 
 



5 
Coleshill Town Council  25 May 2022 

22/17 ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
 
Former Leisure Centre site  
Town Council views on electric vehicle charging 
The work of the SMZ in relation to HS2 
The Neighbourhood Plan – tree planting 
Beggars Well hedge maintenance (after an Outdoors Walkabout visit, regarding 

ownership) 
Coleshill in Bloom support  
 
22/18 CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 10 MAY 2022 
 
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Hayfield, seconded by Cllr. Richardson and 
ACCEPTED with the amendment that Cllr. Battle had been the Deputy Mayor and not 
Mayor in the chair. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
                   

……………………………… 
Town Mayor 


