
Coleshill Town Council 
 

Meeting of the COLESHILL TOWN COUNCIL held in the Old Courtroom, Town Hall, 
High Street, Coleshill on WEDNESDAY, 26 JANUARY 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
PRESENT: - Cllr. C. Symonds, Town Mayor, in the Chair. 
Councillors: - Axe, Battle, Clayton, Hayfield, Reilly, Richardson and Wallace. 
 
21/59 APOLOGIES 
 
There were apologies received from Cllrs. Sparkes and P. Symonds. 
 
21/60 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There was a declaration of personal interest from Cllr. Hayfield as a committee 
member of the Civic Society (in relation to adopting previous minutes) and Cllr. Clayton 
in 21/64 as a committee member of the Carnival Committee.  
 
21/61 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
The minutes of the Meeting on 10 November and those of the Extraordinary Meetings 
on 24 November and 5 January 2022 were all ADOPTED nem. con, as proposed by 
Cllr. Wallace and seconded by Cllr. Battle, with two amendments to the 5 January set.  
21/57 should be reworded “if there were further questions that members wished to ask 
……. these could be resolved with the assistance of the solicitor” and 21/58 should 
say “meetings need not necessarily be too long”. 
 
21/62 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The quiz earlier in the month, had raised £1,026 for the Mayor’s Charity, with local 
businesses being helpful, particularly Sixty Fish.  The Mayor had also attended and 
spoke at the relaunch of the Two Rivers Women’s Institute on 25 January.  She 
publicised the Mayor’s Band concert on 12 February. 
 
A number of Holocaust Memorial Day pin badges had been purchased by the Mayor 
and issued to other councillors as a donation to support the commemoration day of 27 
January.   
 
21/63 PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC 
 
County Councillors Dave Humphries and Martin Watson updated the meeting on 
various projects.  The Green Man crossing consultation was being reviewed to see if 
original plans could be revised to permit left turns at the junction.  There had been 
resident requests for the Cole Bridge to be permanently traffic light-controlled.  The 
two councillors were supportive but there were cost reservations.  There was also a 
new proposal for a continued footway from Morrisons across Park Road. 
 
Both members announced that they had Councillor’s community grants monies to 
allocate.  Town Councillors prompted that Coleshill Town FC was seeking a brown 



tourism sign post that needed financial support.  The County Councillors also advised 
of a plan to have a lorry park at Curdworth, in the Green Belt.   
 
21/64 CARNIVAL COMMITTEE REQUESTS 
 
The Coleshill Carnival Committee was requesting use Memorial Park during 1 - 3 July 
for the 2022 Carnival Weekend.  The consensus was that this usage should be 
ALLOWED.   
 
The committee was also offering to organise a Platinum Jubilee celebration 
programme (for the Bank Holiday weekend running from Thursday 2 June to Sunday 
5 June), which elected members supported, in principle.  There was a need to liaise 
between the Carnival Committee, other organisers and the Town Council regarding 
not clashing with jubilee events.  Cllr. Hayfield proposed that the Mayor should be 
delegated the authority to be the liaison point and decide best fit of the programme.  
This was seconded by Cllr. Richardson and RESOLVED by majority vote. 
 
21/65 TO APPROVE THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
The Planning Committee minutes of 24 November ’21 and 5 January ‘22 were 
proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr. Battle and AGREED nem. con. as 
accurate records.  
 
The minutes of the 17 November Community & Partnerships were proposed to be an 
accurate record by Cllr. Battle, seconded by Cllr. Hayfield and ACCEPTED.  Members 
wished to discuss, at future full Council meetings, the charging for commercial stalls 
participating at the Christmas Fair (which is normally reserved for voluntary groups) 
and the Mayor’s Charity Fund (looking at the breakdown of funds raised).   
 
Cllr. Wallace moved acceptance of the minutes of the Procedures & Amenities 
Committee meeting of 8 December as an accurate record, and these were seconded 
by Cllr. Battle and ADOPTED unanimously.  The Town Clerk was asked to see if the 
additional cemetery fingerpost was eligible for Welcome Back Fund assistance. 
 
21/66 COMMUNICATIONS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES  
 
It was advised, by Cllr. Wallace, that the Patient Participation Group had not met during 
the pandemic but the group had not been forgotten by the Hazelwood Practice.  The 
Simon Lord Digby Trust was still seeking to recruit a new Clerk to the Trustees. 
 
21/67 TO REVIEW THE 2021/22 QUARTER 3 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
The circulated reports showed a Cash in Hand figure of £100,348.47, considerably 
down from the Quarter 2 total.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr. Reilly that the £210 unspent in the Community Bus budget 
header should be added to the allocated fund for Community Grants.  This was 
seconded by Cllr. Clayton and AGREED nem. con. 
 



Noting of the Quarter 3 reports was proposed and seconded by Cllrs. Hayfield and 
Richardson and then CONFIRMED nem. con.  
 
21/68 BUDGET SETTING FOR 2022/23 
 
A budget shaping meeting had been organised earlier in the month to give some 
outline direction to the budget papers that had been circulated for this meeting. 
 
The Mayor highlighted that a £50,000 Capital Projects header had been created to 
cover a list of 18 projects.  This pot would be used as there was capacity available to 
progress them.  It was also noted that there was an increased Legal /HR Advice budget 
head.  A deficit budget of £75,415.15 was being considered on the basis of using some 
of the reserves held. 
 
The precept request was £252,974.85.  This represented a 0% increase per Band D 
bill but a 0.9% uplift due to the larger tax base than was calculated in 21/22.  The 
circulated budget was proposed by Cllr. Hayfield, seconded by Cllr. Richardson and 
AGREED nem. con. 
 
21/69 DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEES 
 
At the 5 January Extraordinary Town Council meeting, the decision was taken to end 
the previous committee structure.  Councillors considered the revisions of Standing 
Orders and Financial Regulations to take account of this decision:  
 
Standing Orders 
Section 15 referred to Committee Responsibilities and a) to c) needed to be removed. 
Section 27 referred to Council Finance - Committee Expenditure and needed to be 
removed. 
 
Financial Procedures 
4.1 was to be amended – 
 Expenditure on revenue items may be authorised up to the amounts included 
for that class of expenditure in the approved budget.  This authority is to be determined 
by: 
• the council for all items over £5,000 (as currently), 
• the Clerk, in conjunction with Mayor or (newly) the Deputy Mayor, if the Mayor 
is not available or contactable, for any items above £1,000 and below £5,000, or 
• the Clerk for any items up to £1,000 (as currently).   
 
Reference needed to be added to the quarterly Finance Update Group, which was to 
be that the group was to be: 
 
Open to all members of Council 
With no required quorum 
With the Mayor as chairman and 
With a sole remit to review the review the Quarterly Financial Reports, to make 
recommendations to full Town Council on its findings. 
 



It was proposed by Cllr. Battle, seconded by Cllr. Hayfield and RESOLVED nem. con. 
to give delegated authority to the Town Clerk to make the appropriate changes to 
Standing Orders and Financial Procedures, as above.   
 
21/70 POLICY ENP6 - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
It was thought best to defer a full discussion to a later date.   
 
However, there was a consensus that land to the west of the A446 was a prime 
location for a tree corridor but acquiring a map and more knowledge of the land 
ownerships were the next stages in progressing the idea.  Cllr. Wallace believed she 
had a map for the location that she could provide that would assist.   
 
21/71 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

Appl. No. Address Applicant Proposed Development Comment 

PAP/2022/0019 34 Coventry 
Rd, Coleshill, 
B46 3EE 

Mr Liam 
Thomas 

Single story rear 
extension with roof lights. 
Additional front entrance 
door. New rear glazing. 

No objections 

 
21/72 REPORTS FROM TOWN CLERK 
 
There had been three instances of school children climbing onto the roof of the Town 
Hall in January, after school time.  The police crime /anti-social behaviour specialist 
had advised on fire exit gate improvements and the use of ant-climb paint on the walls. 
 
There were staff absences that were to be discussed with Cllr. Hayfield in the first 
instance with a view to then bringing proposals to the Staffing Committee. 
 
The Town Clerk has drafted a 22/23 Calendar of Meetings summary.   It was agreed 
that this should be further reviewed with Cllr Reilly for coordination with some other 
commitment dates.  
 
21/73 TO APPROVE THE PREVIOUS CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the 8 December Staffing Committee were proposed to be an accurate 
record by Cllr. Hayfield, seconded by Cllr. Axe and ACCEPTED nem. con. but 
amending item 29.  With the phrase “failure to declare a disclosable pecuniary interest 
which members noted to be addressed”, the word “noted” should be replaced with 
“needed”.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 9.50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

………………… 
Town Mayor 


