Coleshill Town Council
Meeting of the COLESHILL TOWN COUNCIL held in the Old Courtroom, Town Hall,
High Street, Coleshill on WEDNESDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
______________________________________________________________________
PRESENT: - Cllr. Battle, Town Mayor, in the Chair.
Councillors: - Breeze, Farrell, Farrow, Richardson, Wallace and Wootton.

18/29 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Cllr Mason and Symonds.
18/30 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests declared.
18/31 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 20 JUNE 2018
The minutes were ADOPTED unanimously, after proposal by Cllr. Breeze and
seconding by Cllr. Wallace.
18/32 COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE TOWN MAYOR
Coleshill’s continued re-enactment of ale tasting (from the Court Leet of 1284) had been
well received in all 9 pubs and the £500 raised last year would be surpassed (funds
going to CASPER and the Mayor’s uniformed youth group charities).
The Mayor had been pleased to attend the North Warwickshire Borough Council
Community Awards to see Coleshill people picking up awards. Dr. Megan Davies and
Ms. Helen Whittaker received awards for the Community Hub and Honesty Shop, Ms.
Zoe Hillcox and Messrs. Bill Richards and Derek Axe for the Neighbourhood Plan
steering group and Mrs. Jayne Battle as a first responder.
The unveiling of the CASPER artwork and Family Fun Day was expected to be a thrilling
experience for the Mayor.
There had been a meeting with the Police and Crime Commissioner, the Mayor and Cllr.
Reilly on crime and community safety matters. The Mayor was thanked for his
attendance and reporting the detail to this meeting.
18/32 PRESENTATION ON THE HS2 ACTION GROUP AND ATTENDANCE AT THE
SPECIAL MANAGEMENT ZONE MEETINGS
Mr. Barry Moore of the Coleshill & Water Orton HS2 Action Group was in attendance to
give an outline of the activity ensuing at meetings of the Special Management Zone.
There was to be an opportunity for members to input to the agenda of the SMZ via a
discussion item timetabled on the 3 October Planning Committee agenda.
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In particular, Mr. Moore highlighted the request made for three-dimensional plans rather
than just drawings, to recommend improvements to box-bridge designs and to
encourage the Council to note the availability of HS2 Community & Environment
funding.
18/33 PARTICIPATION OF THE PUBLIC
Mr. Derek Axe was concerned that the Town Council had not acted, as it had agreed in
March 2018, in raising the profile of the Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr. Farrell responded
that the NP had been discussed by members in June and that the Borough Council took
notice of it in considering applications. The Town Clerk advised that hard copies of the
plan had been distributed to members and that Mr. Bill Richards was due to attend the
31 October Planning Committee meeting to discuss the re-launch of the NP.
It was reported by Cllr. Hayfield that he was liaising with various head teachers about
parking issues and that the British Airport Authority plans to increase capacity at
Birmingham had been shelved for the time being.
Cllr. Reilly was working on improvement to Chamberlain Walk with various partners, the
High Meadow School Safer Routes potentially using Aldi car park and with preparations
for when decriminalisation of parking could be progressed in North Warwickshire.
18/34 TO APPROVE THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes of the Planning Committee for 4 July, 1 & 29 August 2018 were all block
proposed and seconded by Cllrs. Wootton and Farrell and ADOPTED unanimously.
Members wished to ENDORSE the request from Coleshill Cricket Club for the Council
and the adjoining owner to complete an agreement that, in consideration of the Council
/club not opposing the development, the developer would indemnify both from any future
liability for damage to property /injury to person caused by cricket balls being hit onto the
adjoining land.
On the minutes of Community & Partnerships Committee for 18 July 2018, Cllr. Wallace
did not support the recommendation to cease running the Saturday afternoon Christmas
Fair in respect of it being brought forward to the late-night shopping event on the
previous Thursday night. There was no second to any amendment.
It was noted that KJW Building Services was to visit on 26 September to assist with a
specification and quotation on the proposed new Community Hub offices. The minutes
were proposed by Cllr. Farrell, seconded by Cllr. Richardson and AGREED nem. con.
As a matter arising from the Procedures & Amenities Committee of 15 August 2018,
there was no support to progressing a Salvation Army clothes recycling unit on Council
land, especially as one existed at the back of the Nisa supermarket. The minutes were
proposed and seconded by Cllrs. Breeze and Farrell and ADOPTED unanimously.
18/35 FINANCIAL REPORTS, 2018/19 - QUARTER 1
The CASPER expenditure of £12,000 had come out of an unplanned budget without any
income. source. The situation would resolve in the Quarter 2 reporting (due to Council
in November) when it will show a line of £18,000 in and out, after the 3rd stage payment
to the sculptor and the transfer from the crowd funding.
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Code 123 showed the receipt from the insurance company for the burnt out play tunnel
which was shown as an unbudgeted receipt. This would be adjusted as a replacement
item was commissioned.
Printing and stationery was likely to be an overspent budget line. This was down to a
combination of the paid advertising in the Coleshill Post for the Community hub page, a
larger commitment to Mayor’s events and a larger volume of colour printing (e.g.
Neighbourhood Plan, planning applications, meeting papers, etc.).
18/36 GRANTS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 18/19 ALLOCATIONS
A schedule of recommendations had been circulated after a meeting of the Grants
Working Group, which was unanimously supported. In addition, members agreed that
the Coleshill Town Band should be granted £1,500 from reserves rather than from within
the £10,000 fund and that Young at Heart should be advised to spend its grant on oneoff event enhancement rather than ongoing expenses, such as room rent.
These composite decisions were proposed by Cllr. Wootton, seconded by Cllr. Breeze
and AGREED nem. con.
18/37 REVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
The Town Clerk had provided a report explaining that the current Financial Regulations
described the exceptions where it was possible to pay by BACS. However, it was now
the case that many suppliers insisted or preferred this method. In addition BACS, as
opposed to cheque payment, represented a saving in bank charges and postage. The
wording of Regulation 5.5 could instead read:
5.5. The Clerk shall authorise electronic payments in all cases provided that the
requirements of regulation 4.1 (Budgetary Controls) are adhered to, provided also that a
list of such payments shall be submitted quarterly to the next appropriate meeting of
council but with the exception of new suppliers for which some initial monitoring of
supply arrangements is deemed necessary.
Cllr. Wallace proposed a lowering of the spending limits detailed in 4.1 but did not have
a seconder. Cllr. Farrell proposed and was seconded by Cllr. Wootton that an additional
safeguarding sentence be added to 4.1 as follows:
4.1. Where there is a need to commit such expenditure, as an ideal, the Chairman of
the relevant committee and /or the Clerk will attempt to contact all members by email or
phone to ensure support for such commitment.
It was also proposed that references to the “Clerk or RFO” could be simplified
throughout, given that they were the same person.
All of the above were then AGREED nem. con.
18/38 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
The Town Clerk advised all members that they would shortly be receiving their two
tickets to the Coleshill Star Awards presentation evening on 5 October.
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In relation to the outstanding legal arrangements on the purchase of the potential
cemetery extension land, members were content either way on ownership of the hedge.
If it was best to stay as Digby Estate owned, so be it. However, if it suited to have the
Town Council assume ownership, that was agreed as well.
LAWRAG had received confirmation that the Court of Appeal has dealt with the
Harworth Estates application on Daw Mill site and had refused permission, bringing the
litigation to a close. The LAWRAG members would now focus attention on Harworth’s
restoration of the site.
Item 18/39 was discussed in a confidential discussion
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:59 p.m.

………………………………
Town Mayor
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